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and her survivors are held, the survivors who put such
a brave face on their loss: It had to be this way! What
can you do? The end comes to all of us sooner or
later! At least now she’s not suffering. She’s in a bet-
ter place. To everything there is a season... Thus the
survivors try to cheer up the people who have come
to cheer them up, and to create the atmosphere of a
birth. The heavenly birth of our mother. We sold her
brain to science; thus Mother continues to live on.

It was a sunny spring Sunday, as the meteorolo-
gists had predicted. The snowdrops our mother so
loved had only just come into bloom. She had a beau-
tiful funeral, which was attended by many. Sunglasses

AnOpenSociety

hid the tears. At the open grave, the priest delivered a
passionate eulogy: You gave them life, and they took
yours from you. As the end was approaching, Mother
had been unable to eat solid food. She liked creamy
yogurt. We fed it to her with a little spoon.

Originally published as “Odprta druzba” in the author’s
short-story collection Druzinske parabole (Family Par-
ables) (Ljubljana: SKUC, 2005). Family Parables will be
published this year in English by Talisman House.

Berta Freistadt
My Wall in Kilburn

...you must not destroy its trees
wielding the axe against them
you may eat of them

but you must not cut them down
are the trees of the field human
to withdraw before you?

There stands my little fig tree

one green fig, one tremulous
purple. There stands my apple tree
rosy fruit shy in the leaves.

Long leaders to be pruned

in august. Prune in winter

for growth, in summer for shape.
There lie my fragrant herbs

my leaning flowers.

This is my paradise

my Eden, my home

and all around, my boundary

in wood and brick and green
safely holds all. This winter

one panel to be replaced

two base boards, and the arris rail

...only the trees you know
do not yield food
may be destroyed...

Sometime soon, one day
a little pointing to be done.

italics: the passage from Deuteronomy which most of the Israeli military chooses to forget (BF})
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